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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

October 17, 2017 

 

Updated: Mayor Frank G. Jackson Announces Events in 

Recognition of National Lead Poisoning Prevention Week Oct. 

22-28; Pens Open Letter Announcing Status of City’s Lead 

Hazard Remediation Strategy  

CLEVELAND –  Mayor Frank G. Jackson today announced a series of community 

events in recognition of National Lead Poisoning Prevention Week October 22-28, 2017. 

He also issued an open letter to City of Cleveland residents about the status of the city’s 

lead remediation efforts – including its comprehensive Healthy Homes 

Interdepartmental Initiative, screenings for children and rental home inspection 

program. View the full letter here. 

“As mayor of the City of Cleveland, I have a responsibility to ensure the health and 

safety of our children, families and communities,” said Mayor Jackson. “For the past two 

years, we have been creating a more strategic approach to lead and now, thanks to Issue 

32, we have additional resources to make Cleveland lead-safe.”   

The City of Cleveland will host events throughout the city for National Lead Poisoning 

Prevention Week: 

 10-23-17: Kick-off event with lunch and learn discussion, child lead testing and 

more - City Hall Rotunda from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 10-23-17: Door-to-door community outreach, child lead testing and more - Clark 

Recreation Center from 5-7 p.m. 

 10-25-17: Lunch and learn discussion about the city’s rental inspection program 

with lead safe maintenance practices demonstration – City Hall Rotunda from 

11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 10-25-17: Child lead testing and CDPH Lead Program Information Table, and 

Building & Housing Information Table- Cleveland Public Library- Rice Branch 

from 4-6:30 p.m. 

 10-26-17: Door-to-door community outreach with child lead testing and more – 

Stella Walsh Recreation Center from 5-7 p.m. 

 10-27-17: Child lead testing and info table at Boo at the Zoo – Cleveland 

Metroparks Zoo from 4-8 p.m. 

From: Office of the Mayor  
 

Daniel Williams, Director of Media Relations 

Office of the Mayor 

(216) 664-4011 
 

Latoya Hunter, Assistant Director of Media Relations, 

Social Media and Digital Integration 

Office of the Mayor 

(216) 664-4303 

 

 

 

 

http://www.city.cleveland.oh.us/CityofCleveland/Home/Government/MayorsOffice
https://www.dropbox.com/s/e99oi96hqkqpajq/Letter%20from%20Mayor%20to%20City%20on%20Lead%2010.16.2017.pdf?dl=0


 

 10-28-17: Lead poisoning prevention information table – Great Lakes Science 

Center from 10 a.m. to noon 

 10-28-17: Child lead testing and lead poisoning prevention information – Greater 

Cleveland Aquarium from noon to 4 p.m. 

 10-30-17: Lead poisoning prevention presentation with child lead testing and more - 

St. Martin DePorres from 4-7 p.m. 

 

The City of Cleveland has taken a proactive approach to addressing lead hazards in city 

neighborhoods. With additional funds available through Issue 32, the city has increased 

staffing, launched a new rental inspection unit and has allotted more than $13 million 

to demolish more than 800 blighted structures. 

 

About the City of Cleveland 

The City of Cleveland is committed to improving the quality of life of its residents by 

strengthening neighborhoods, delivering superior services, embracing diversity and 

making Cleveland a desirable, safe city in which to live, work, play and do business. For 

more information on the City of Cleveland, visit online at www.city.cleveland.oh.us, 

Twitter at @cityofcleveland or Facebook at www.facebook.com/cityofcleveland. 
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As mayor of the City of Cleveland, I have a responsibility to ensure the health and safety of our 
children, families and communities. Cleveland has a long history of manufacturing and like 
many other legacy cities, we must address the remaining environmental consequences of a 
robust industry. One such consequence is the lingering presence of lead contaminants. 
 
Much of our exposure comes from the use of fossil fuels including past use of leaded gasoline, 
industrial facilities, and lead-based paint in homes. More than 80 percent of houses in the city 
predate the federal government’s 1978 mandate prohibiting lead-based paint. However, 
Cleveland has approximately 152,000 residential units built before 1978; 84,000 are rental 
homes. 
 
Lead exposure can be detrimental to children and maternal health – it, like smoking in the 
home –is a risk factor during pregnancy and for children under the age of six. At high levels 
of poisoning, it impacts the brain and central nervous system. There is evidence linking lead 
poisoning with lower IQ levels, low academic achievement, and increased criminal and 
delinquent behavior. These consequences can cause numerous public & community 
health concerns. 
 
 
To find a comprehensive solution for the lead-related issues in our city, I directed my staff to 
take a fresh look at our current approach. They analyzed our capacities to perform required 
investigations and inspections and looked across the City to identify where we have logical 
partners. We listened to concerns from the community – the experts, the residents, and 
medical health providers. They also researched how other legacy cities approached lead and 
healthy homes. The task was to create a comprehensive strategy for Cleveland residents to 
both promote public health and advance the importance of property maintenance. 
 
In November 2015, we created the Healthy Homes Interdepartmental Initiative (HHII). It is 
comprised of the departments of Health, Building & Housing (B&H), Community Development 
(CD), and Law.  The team meets consistently to find intentional ways to focus on the health 
and safety of our housing stock with an overarching goal of ensuring healthy neighborhoods.   
 
The Cleveland Department of Public Health (CDPH) has since undergone a complete 
transformation relative to its Lead Program. Today, they have a corrective strategy to respond 
to cases where a child was found to have an Elevated Blood Level (EBL), a clear indication of 
lead in their system. CDPH/Division of Environment now has an infrastructure of qualified, 
experienced staff that is responsive to referrals and conducts public health lead investigations;  
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including staff dedicated to case management, compliance and reporting. It has all but cleaned 
up a backlog of cases (2003-2014) and complies with Ohio Department of Health requirements 
to placard homes in cases where we have exhausted all attempts to work with tenants and 
owners to remediate the lead hazards in the homes. 
 
Although placarding is mandated by the state, displacement and vacant homes are very real 
concerns. We have several efforts in place to assist families with their needs and property 
owners with creating safe and healthy homes before such actions are necessary. 
 
CDPH also provides case management services to counsel families on available programs and 
social services. In cases where a family would need to be displaced, we assist by identifying 
resources for supportive services. CDPH staff also works closely with the property owner to 
guide them through the lead hazard remediation process in order to achieve compliance. 
 
Through a federally-funded grant program, the Community Development Department is 
assisting eligible tenants and homeowners by paying for lead remediation. The department has 
already remediated 112 units since beginning the program in November 2015, and will 
complete another 108 units by October 31, 2017. In recognition of our progress under this 
grant, the City was also awarded another 3-year, $3.4 million national Lead Hazard Reduction 
Demonstration Grant in July 2017 to address lead hazards in 210 additional units of housing. 
An additional $400,000 supplement allows the City to perform other preventive measures in 
100 of the homes receiving assistance from the lead grants. This allows the City to remediate 
lead in 430 homes over the six-year period.   

Proactive Screening for Lead in Children

All 12- and 24-month-old Medicaid-eligible children must have a blood lead screening test 
regardless of ZIP code or exposure to lead. However, for children who are not covered under 
Medicaid, there are no legal requirements for testing. We stand that all children under age six 
should be tested annually. 
 
CDPH hosts a number of education and outreach events throughout the year. Our events are 
targeted to children in neighborhoods known to have high rates of children reported to have 
high EBLs (Elevated Blood Lead Levels).  Testing takes place on our Health Mobile, at our 
Recreation Centers, at events throughout the community. 
 
Additionally, we collaborate with pediatricians and other primary care physicians through the
Healthy Homes Advisory Council to encourage pediatricians to test children with more 
frequency. CDPH staff conducts training to primary care providers on lead education.  We also 
work directly with families to educate them on remedial actions they can take to reduce lead 
exposures in the home.  

Active Inspections of Rental Homes 

In July 2017, the City launched a comprehensive rental inspection program whereby the Building 
& Housing Department will inspect rental units for health and safety items, including peeling 
paint. As part of the Inspection Program, inspectors will conduct random lead dust testing in 
properties as a proactive measure, so property owners can take steps to remediate lead 
hazards before a child is poisoned.
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Thanks to the support of Issue 32, the department has invested $5 million to demolish more 
than 500 unsafe structures on identified Safe Routes to School. In addition, I have proposed an 
additional $8 million for demolition funding - bringing the total to $13 million for 800 structures. 
Eliminating these structures will not only improve our children’s safety, but remove lead-related 
conditions known to produce stress and impair learning. 

Additionally, we built a Citizen’s Access Portal located on the City’s website where individuals 
may search inspection records. Violations for lead hazards are contained on these records. 

We will continue to provide education and outreach in our communities to broaden the 
knowledge of tenants and property owners of the dangers of lead, steps people can take to 
protect their children, items to look for when seeking housing, and ongoing maintenance 
required in an older home.  

It’s also important to note that lead can be found outside the home. A risk of exposure in city 
parks is fairly low, as residents rarely access soils below the surface level. However, the City is 
also actively engaged in remediation and assessment throughout our parks system. 

As we head into National Lead Poisoning Prevention Week, I encourage you to join in our 
educational events throughout the community. As a legacy city, we know these issues are our 
reality, ours to address. However, it is the partnerships with the community, the investments, 
engagement, and strategies to bring us together that will help us collectively build healthy, 
strong communities.  

Sincerely, 

Mayor Frank G. Jackson 

National Lead Poisoning Prevention Week is October 22-28, 2017. For more information 
on dealing with lead in your community, visit www.city.cleveland.oh.us
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